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Bravo!

Coca-Cola
is a proud
supporter
of the
UMass Fine
Arts Center.
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A Notable Lifestyle

Discover gracious, refined 
independent living in a social 
and dynamic environment. 
Meet passionate, enlightened 
residents–from academics to 
artists–that will inspire you. 
The Loomis Communities  
offer an unparalleled lifestyle 
with superior amenities and 
services—with the added 
peace of mind for the future 
that comes from access to 
LiveWell@Loomis.

Celebrating lifelong enjoyment of the arts

www.loomiscommunities.orgThe Western Massachusetts 
Pioneer in Senior Living

Loomis ViLLage

South Hadley, MA
413-532-5325

appLewood

Amherst, MA
413-253-9833

UMASS Performing Arts Ad.indd   1 6/13/2013   2:36:54 PM 3
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Insuring The Arts Play On 

Local Insurance Agency

Local Insurance Agency

Florence 584-1970  •   Easthampton 527-3000
InsuringYourWay.com

Can Study Abroad!

www.ipo.umass.edu

Scholarships available              YOU 

Education Abroad Advising Center 
International Programs Office 
Rm. 455 Hills South (across from Studio Arts Building) 
Open M–F • 10 am–4 pm • 413-545-5247
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Good thinking.

NEPR.net
Listen. Explore. Share.

NEW ENGLAND PUBLIC RADIO
News. Classical. Jazz.  
Amherst  /  Springfield  / Hartford  .................................. WFCR 88.5 FM
North Adams .................................................................................. 101.1 FM
Great Barrington ............................................................................98.7 FM
Lee ....................................................................................................98.3 FM
Pittsfield / Lenox ........................................................................... 106.1 FM
Williamstown ................................................................................. 96.3 FM

NEPR News Network 
News. Talk. Culture.
Springfield  / Amherst / Westfield ..................................WNNZ 640 AM 
Franklin County .................................................................WNNZ 91.7 FM 
Southern Berkshire County ...........................................WNNU 89.5 FM
Northern Berkshire County* ..........................................WNNI 98.9 FM

All Classical. ......................................................................WFCR 88.5-2 HD Radio™

DOWNSIZE THE "SM" WHEN THE USING LOGO ON �
OVERSIZED APPLICATIONS SUCH OUTDOOR ADVERTISING
AND LARGE EXHIBIT DISPLAYS

*Coming soon.
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                                  Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through NFP Advisor Services, LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC.  
NFP Advisor Services, LLC is not affiliated with Daury Wealth Management LLC. 

 

 

 

Navigating Your  

Financial Future 
                                

                                   

 

 

 

 Steven K. Daury, CFP® 
 Daury Wealth Management LLC 
 241-243 King Street, Suite 244 

 Northampton, MA 01060 

 daurywealthmanagement.com 

                                413-586-0101 

                                                        sdaury@nfpsi.com 
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237 Russell St, Hadley 
413-584-9816 

Just Minutes from UMass Fine Arts Center! 

Both Pioneer Valley Hotel Group hotels offer 
Complimentary Hot Breakfast Buffets, Free  

Wireless Internet Access, Indoor Heated Pool & 
Fitness Room 

www.pvhg.com 

24 Bay Rd. Hadley 
413-586-4851 

41 Russell St, Hadley 
413-750-3101 

Hadley’s newest 
event facility  

 

Weddings, Meetings, Events 
 

Seats up to 280 people. 
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radio.

news.

music.

neighborhood. nation. world.

live. local. listen.
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Located in the heart of the 

picturesque UMass Amherst 

Campus, Hotel  UMass blends 

the excitement of campus life 

with a tranquil, countryside 

escape making it the ideal 

destination for your next trip 

to the Pioneer Valley.  

Whether you’re staying for 

business or leisure, Hotel UMass 

has first-class accommodations 

and services tailored to your 

needs.  Voted #1 Hotel in 

Amherst  by TripAdvisor,

book your room today!

Stay in the Heart
of the Campus!

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE UMASS FINE ARTS CENTER

www.hotelumass.com |  877.822.2110 |  hotel@umass.edu
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with a tranquil, countryside 

escape making it the ideal 

destination for your next trip 
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wright-builders.com                  

    ins�tu�ons|work places|new homes|commercial|energy retrots         
renova�ons|addi�ons|design|construc�on management 

Looking forward to your call. (413) 586-8287 (104) 
 

Let’s work together.            
Our know-how. Your ideas.        

Celebrating 40 Years of Sustainable Building. 

Communities thrive through  
educational and cultural experiences. 

We are pleased to support  
the Fine Arts Center.

HOW GR E AT PEOPL E GET TO WOR K 
S P R I N G F I E L D    |    P I T T S F I E L D    |    E A S T H A M P T O N

unitedpersonnel.com
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Thank you for supporting the UMass Amherst Fine Arts Center and the exceptional artists 
and performances that enrich our community and further the university’s mission as a 
leading institution of higher learning. 

The Alumni Association is a proud contributor to the university’s mission as well, with year-
round programming that provides alumni and students opportunities to learn, network and 
show their UMass pride. 

A highlight of our year-round programming, Alumni Weekend keeps alumni connected 
with one another and with the university. The weekend features reunions, seminars, tours 
and social gatherings. All are welcome!

We look forward to seeing you on June 5 & 6 for Alumni Weekend 2015.
Visit UMassAlumni.com/alumniweekend for details.

Sincerely,

Dr. JC Schnabl
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Alumni Relations and
Executive Director of the UMass Amherst Alumni Association

Folcwald
Gallery of Sculptural Art

Award-Winning Sculpture, 

Jewelry, and Diamonds

236 N. Pleasant Street
Amherst, MA 01002
www.Folcwald.com
413.367.5303
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Sunday, March 1, 2 p.m. 
Bowker Auditorium 

			 

Sunday, March 1, 2 p.m.  
Bowker Auditorium  

 
 
 
 

台原偶戲團〈台灣偶戲萬花筒〉   

Taiyuan Puppet Theatre Company〈A Sea of Puppets〉  

 

 

1 p.m. Pre Concert Lecture by Dr. Robin Erik Ruizendaal, Director of the Lin Liu-Hsin Puppet 

Theatre Museum in Taipei, Taiwan and Managing and Artistic Director, Taiyuan Puppet 

Theatre Company. 

Ticket holders are invited to remain in the theater for a post-show meet and greet workshop 

with the company.  

 

 

 

Spotlight Taiwan events are funded in part by the Ministry of Culture, Republic of 

China, with special patron Dr. Samuel Yin, with additional support from Five Colleges, 

Incorporated. 

 

<please insert logos here> 

FAC Season Sponsors: Baystate Heath & Health New England 

AACP Season Sponsor: Pioneer Valley Hotel Group (3 logos: Comfort Inn/Hampton Inn, Hadley 

Farms)    

Event Sponsors: Mom’s house (no logo), Amherst Area Chinese American Assoc (no logo), Ministry 

of Culture, Five Colleges, Inc. 

Season Sponsors: AACP Season Sponsors:

The show will begin with a talk by Ms.Wu Shanshan, Director of the Taiyuan 
Puppet Theatre Company. A workshop on puppet manipulation for the 

audience will follow after the main performance.

Spotlight Taiwan events are funded in part by the Ministry of Culture, Republic of 

China, with special patron Dr. Samuel Yin, with additional support from 

Five Colleges, Incorporated.

Event Sponsors:

Mom’s house
Amherst Area Chinese American Assoc. 
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台原偶戲團  

    台灣布袋戲是一種豐富多元的傳統戲曲，包含音樂、雕刻、刺繡與細膩的表演技巧。

台原偶戲團傳承此文化，推廣與保存偶戲藝術，延伸傳統並同時創作新戲。劇團駐台北

大稻埕的台原亞洲偶戲博物館，結合各類表演藝術專才，將台灣偶戲成功地推上國際舞

台。 
台原偶戲團的表演包括在一百多年歷史彩樓的傳統戲碼，也有現代劇場型式的演

出，演員、樂師及偶師互動的偶戲。我們的創意灌注在劇本、偶的造型、彩樓舞台造型

等，我們不斷地研究探索實驗音樂、人偶同台演出形式。有不同戲碼適合各種年齡及文

化背景的觀眾。 

本團2000年成立以來，已經在五十個國家表演過，從中南美洲的熱帶森林、英國

倫敦的皇家音樂廳及V&A博物館、柬埔寨的鄉下、河內傳統戲曲劇場、西班牙的米勒

之家、荷蘭十七世紀的教堂以及台北大稻埕的廣場，台原偶戲團希望把台灣精緻的偶戲

文化帶到各地，與所有熱愛藝術的觀眾們共享。 

 

Taiyuan Puppet Theatre Company Introduction 
Taiwanese glove puppet theatre has a rich and varied tradition in which music, carving, 

embroidery and a delicate performance technique all come together.  
The Taiyuan Puppet Theatre was founded to continue this tradition, while at the same time 

creating new and innovative music plays. The company is based at the Taiyuan Asian Puppet 

Theatre Museum in Dadaocheng, the old centre of Taipei. 

Our company performs both traditional-style plays on a one hundred-year old stage with live 

music, as well a modern shows in which puppeteers, actors and musicians interact. The plays 

are accessible for audiences of all ages and cultural backgrounds.  

The company’s shows have been performed in over 50 countries around the world, at venues 

such as the Purcell Room of the Royal Festival Hall and the Victoria and Albert Museum in 

London, the rainforests of Central America, the Traditional Opera Theatre in Hanoi, Union 

Square in San Francisco, the Macau Arts Festival, the Asian Performing Arts Festival in 

Seoul, Casa Mila in Barcelona, the countryside of Cambodia and, of course, the squares and 

theatres of old Taipei. 

戲碼介紹  

  台灣偶戲萬花筒  A Sea of Puppets 

—―踏遍50多個國家表演演出  

     《台灣偶戲萬花筒》之劇情為典型的才子佳人故事，劇情敘述一位書生路遇不平、

除強濟弱，最後終於贏得美人芳心，是一齣經典而討喜之小品。 
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本劇劇情簡單易懂、趣味橫生，透過演師五指精細的操弄，表現出生、旦、丑、

雜等各類人物的肢體特色。劇中所設計之小生搖扇、小旦梳妝撐傘、白闊抽煙、武術雜

耍、跳窗等細膩動作表演，是引領觀眾一窺傳統布袋戲堂奧的絕佳入門好戲。三位樂師

的現場演奏配樂，為演出注入活潑的生命力；此外，布袋戲金碧輝煌的彩樓舞台，更是

傳統工藝的經典作品，與好戲呼應，完整呈現屬於台灣偶戲的精緻、精彩！ 

 

Introduction of the Performance: A Sea of Puppets  
A Sea of Puppets is a traditional Taiwanese glove puppet show performed on a beautifully 

carved wooden stage. With amazing skill the puppeteers bring the exquisite puppets with 

embroidered costumes to life. They perform not only delicate gestures, but also exciting 

fighting scenes and acrobatics. The story is a romantic tale in which a young man saves a girl 

from the hands of a villain (clown character). In the show we will see all the characters of 

traditional Taiwanese puppet theatre: the young lady, the scholar, the clowns and the villains. 

In this fascinating performance we will see a glimpse of one of the most beautiful theatre 

performances in the world and the sheer virtuosity of the Taiwanese puppet performance 

accompanied by music. The show is without words and suitable for an audience of all ages. 

Tour leader Wu Shanshan  

Wu Shanshan is the Executive Director of Taiyuan Puppet Theatre Company where, with a 

great team, she has been creating performances with actors, puppets and live music. She is 

also both an actor and theatre educator. Ms. Wu received her training at the Lassaad 

International Theatre School in Brussels Belgium. She was a Visiting Lecturer and Director at 

Colorado College, USA in 2012. 

Puppeteer Lai Shih-An 

Born in 1971, Lai Shih-An is a skilled performer, and has performed over 500 shows with 

puppet master Chen Xihuang, a national treasure of Taiwanese puppet theatre. Lai started 

studying puppet carving when still in high school and is skilled at carving various characters 

of the traditional puppet shows, as well as modern puppets. 

Puppeteer Kuo Chien-Fu 
Mr. Kuo has a passionate interest in traditional glove puppet theatre since an early age, 

which resulted in his study of all aspects of the art. In high school he studied puppet 

manipulation and the making of hats and costumes. In 2012, Mr. Kuo was selected by the 

Ministry of Culture to become a student with puppet master and national treasure Chen 

Xihuang for three years. He performs with the company of master Chen, as well as other 

traditional glove puppet companies. He is currently studying at the Graduate School of Visual 

Communication Design, of the China University of Technology.  
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ARCADIA PLAYERS 
Bach—St. John Passion 
March 14, 7:30 pm, Wesley Methodist Church, $  
   St. John Passion by J.S. Bach. 
www.arcadiaplayers.org  

HOLYOKE CIVIC SYMPHONY 
This England 
March 8, 3 pm, Holyoke Community College, Free 
Performing works by English composers William 
Walkton, V. Williams, and Edward Elgar. 
www.holyokecivicsymphony.org  
 

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE 
Symphony Orchestra Concerto Compeon 
March 28, 2 pm, McCulloch Auditorium, Free 
nnal oncerto ompeon featring stdent  
performers from Mont Holyoke ollege. 
 
MHC Symphony Orchestra:  
April 17, 8 pm, Abbey Chapel, Free 
Performing Copland’s Appalachian Spring, excerpts 
from Beethoven’s opera Fidelio, and other works. 
www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/music/calendar_spring 
 

MUSIC AT AMHERST CHAMBER SERIES 
Mozart’s “Great Mass” in C Minor 
March 7, 8 pm, Buckley Recital Hall, $ 
With the Amherst College Choral Society, the ASO 
performs  Mozart’s “Great Mass” in C minor, K 427. 
www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/music  

MUSIC IN DEERFIELD 
Johannes String Quartet 
March 22, 4 pm, Sweeney Concert Hall, $ 
Performing with John Dalley, viola and Peter Wiley, 
cello of the Guarneri Quartet. Works by Esa-Pekka 
Salonen, Mendelssohn and Brahms. 
www.musicindeerfield.org  
 

PIONEER VALLEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Rachmaninoff & Sibelius: Jeffrey Biegel, piano 
March 29, 7 pm, Deerfield Academy PAC, $ 
Sibelius’s Symphony No. 3 and Rachmaninoff’s       
romanc showpiece, Piano Concerto No. 3. 
www.pvso.org 

 
 
 

SMITH COLLEGE 
Spring Oratorio: Mendelssohn’s Elijah 
March 7, 4 pm, John M. Greene Hall, $ 
The Smith College Choirs, joined by Penn State Men’s 
Glee Club, perform Mendelssohn’s Elijah. 
 
      
M 10 12:30 - 1 p Sg Hll G R F 
Edward Klorman, viola and Liza Stepanova, piano 
perform classical works by Brahms and Joachim. 
 
Mu   N Hu 
M 24 12:30 - 1 p Sg Hll G R F 
Joel Pitchon, violin and Judith Gordon, Piano. 
www.smith.edu/smitharts 
 

SRNGFELD SYMHONY ORCHESTRA 
v   
M 14 7:30 p Sypy Hll $ 
The SSO and pianist Sara Davis Buechner perform 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 in F major, Op. 68 and 
Bernstein’s Symphony No. 2. 
www.springfieldsymphony.org 
 

UMASS FNE ARTS CENTER 
Ay  S M   Fl  
W y Dk p 
M 28 8 p FAC C Hll $ 
Denk conducts London’s top orchestra from the 
keyboard. Works include Bach concertos and sere-
nades by Dvorák and Josef Suk. 
www.fineartscenter.com 
 

UMASS MUSC DEARTMENT 
UM A Sypy O 
M 6 8 p F A C C Hll $ 
Performing Mahler’s Symphony No. 1 in D major, 
Debussy’s Printemps Symphonic Suite, and more. 
 
   Subwy: 330 y 
M 21 L u A F 
Part of an internaonal day of celebraons in 
subways and public spaces, for Bach’s 330th birth-
day. Students & faculty perform at Amherst Books 
at 8 Main St; Subway at 4 Main St., and more TBA. 
www.umass.edu/music/eventcalendar 

VALLEY CLASSICAL CONNECTION 
Explore the many wonderful classical music groups and series  

available throughout the Pioneer Valley 



Sunday, March 8, 7 p.m.
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall

	

PADDY MOLONEY

THE CHIEFTAINS
and SPECIAL GUESTS

Event Sponsors:Season Sponsors:

Paddy Moloney – uilleann pipes/tin whistle

Matt Molloy – flute

Kevin Conneff – bodhran/vocals

Jon Pilatzke – harp/dance

Nathan Pilatzke – dance

Triona Marshall – harp/keys

Cara Butler – dance

Tim Edey – guitar

Alyth McCormack – vocals/dance

Martin Murray – banjo/mandolin

Tara Breen – fiddle/saxophone

Program will be announced from the stage

There will be a 15 minute intermission

22
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ABOUT THE CHIEFTAINS 
Six-time Grammy Award winners, The Chieftains, have been highly recognized for reinvent-

ing traditional Irish music on a contemporary and International scale. Their ability to transcend 
musical boundaries to blend tradition with modern music has notably hailed them as one of 
the most renowned and revered musical groups to this day.

The Chieftains were formed in 1962 by Paddy Moloney, from the ranks of the top folk musi-
cians in Ireland. It wasn’t until 1975 that The Chieftains began playing together full time. Al-
though their early following was purely a folk audience, the range and variation of their music 
and accompanying musicians quickly captured a much broader audience.  

As cultural ambassadors, their performances have been linked with seminal historic events, 
such as being the first Western musicians to perform on the Great Wall of China, participat-
ing in Roger Water’s “The Wall” performance in Berlin in 1990, and being the first ensemble 
to perform a concert in the Capitol Building in Washington DC. In 2010, their experimental 
collaborations extended to out of this world, when Paddy Moloney’s whistle and Matt Molloy’s 
flute travelled with NASA astronaut, Cady Coleman, to the international space station. 

They performed for Pope John Paul II during his visit to Ireland in 1979 to an audience of over 
1.3 million. In 2012, marking The Chieftains’ 50th Anniversary, they were awarded the inaugural 
National Concert Hall Lifetime Achievement Award at a gala event in Philadelphia hosted by 
The American Ireland Fund “in recognition of their tremendous contribution to the music industry 
worldwide and the promotion of the best of Irish culture.”

2012 marked the group’s 50th anniversary, and to celebrate this momentous occasion, The 
Chieftains once again invited friends from all musical styles to collaborate on their latest 
album, Voice of Ages. Featuring some of modern music’s fastest rising artists (Bon Iver, The 
Decemberists and Paolo Nutini among them), this album is proof that their music transcends 
not only stylistic and traditional boundaries, but generational as well. 

The Chieftains are never afraid to shock purists and push genre boundaries and the trappings 
of fame have not altered The Chieftains’ love of, and loyalty to, their roots however- they are as 
comfortable playing spontaneous Irish sessions as they are headlining a concert at Carnegie 
Hall. After fifty years of making some of the most beautiful music in the world, The Chieftains’ 
music remains as fresh and relevant as when they first began.

SPECIAL GUESTS

ALYTH McCORMACK
A voice described as having ‘spun glass fragility belying a sinewy strength,’ accompaniments 

‘transcendentally timeless and effortlessly contemporary,’ combined with the uncomplicated 
conviction with which she communicates with her audiences have ensured that Alyth is one of 
the most exciting singers on the Celtic scene. Her vocal talent and her understanding approach 
give her an ability to cross over diverse singing styles making her comfortable performing 
with a variety of artists. She was born and raised on the Island of Lewis of the Northwest 
coast of Scotland After the academy, Alyth returned to her roots and began another educa-
tion altogether, touring with various bands and projects throughout Germany, Spain, Italy, 
Estonia, North America, the U.K., Brazil, Ireland, Switzerland, Greece, Austria, Hungary, Norway, 
and Sweden. During this time she recorded with various artists, appearing on 16 albums to 
date, and in 2000 released her first solo CD An Iomall (The Edge) on Vertical Records. She has 
appeared at various festivals—Celtic Colours, Celtic Connections, The Edinburgh International 
Festival, The Lammertree Festival, Hebridean Celtic Festival—and in 2001 performed with her 
trio as part of “Distilled-Scotland Live in New York.” 

Alyth also works as an actress performing for both stage and screen. She has worked with 
such directors as Alison Peebles, Ian McElhinney, and Chris Baldock, and is a founding member 
of Scottish Theatre Group ‘Dogstar,’ taking leading roles in their award-winning productions. 
Alyth has appeared on various film soundtracks, most notably Festival by Annie Griffin, winner 
of the British Comedy Award for Best Comedy Film 2005.

CARA BUTLER
A lover of the stage from very young, Cara started dancing when she was six years old. Under 

the tutelage of renowned Irish dance master Donny Golden, Cara went on to win numerous 
Irish dance championships at world-class levels, including five regional and six national titles. 
Her competitive years were also intermingled with performing with the best of Irish music 
exports, including Cherish the Ladies, Greenfields of America, and Solas. 



This year marks her 21st year as the principal female dancer with The Chieftains, who are six-
time Grammy award winners. She has appeared with them numerous times on ‘Late Night with 
David Letterman’, ‘The Tonight Show with Jay Leno’ and ‘Late Night with Conan O’Brien’. Cara 
is famous for her starring role as the lead dancer in the nationwide Folgers coffee commercial, 
‘A Dancer’s Morning’, and can be seen dancing in Shania Twain’s video, ‘Don’t be Stupid’. She 
has also appeared in and choreographed dance sequences with Brad Pitt in ‘The Devil’s Own’ 
and Cher and Ryan O’Neal in ‘Faithful’. In 1999 Cara opened as a principal dancer in Jean Butler 
and Colin Dunne’s ‘Dancing on Dangerous Ground’ in London’s Theatre Royal Drury Lane. She 
continues to work with her sister of Riverdance fame doing dance workshops and appearing in 
‘Jean Butler’s Masterclass’, an instructional DVD. 

Cara Butler’s expertise lies in her formal Irish dance training but is not limited by it. She is a 
performer at heart and her various talents have enabled her to excel in many mediums. In 1996 
she toured with Ashley MacIsaac showcasing her virtuosity as a singer and dancer. And in 2006 
she joined her talents with Triona Marshall and the Pilatzke Brothers - both of The Chieftains - 
creating TREAD, their own tour de force of traditional music and dance influenced greatly by 
their mentors in Irish music. Most recently, Cara has joined forces with husband Jon Pilatzke 
and brother-in-law Nathan Pilatzke creating one of the most dynamic and unique dance shows 
touring the world today called The StepCrew. This production brings together Irish, Tap, and 
Ottawa Valley stepdancing and boasts an entire collective of virtuosic percussive dancers and 
musicians. For full details check out www.stepcrew.com.   

JON PILATZKE
Jon Pilatzke is a creator of and performer in one of the most dynamic and unique dance 

shows touring the world today called The StepCrew. This production brings together Irish, Tap, 
and Ottawa Valley stepdancing and boasts an entire collective of virtuosic percussive dancers 
and musicians. For full details check out www.stepcrew.com. Hailing from the Ottawa Valley 
of Ontario, Canada, Jon has been stepdancing and playing the fiddle for three decades and 
is the three-time winner of the Canadian Open Stepdancing Championships. He has had the 
pleasure of performing in many different musical and theatre productions including Bowfire – 
a virtuosic display featuring ten of Canada’s best violinists from all different genres.

For the past eleven years, Jon has been ecstatic to stepdance and play lead fiddle all over 
the world as a permanent fixture with The Chieftains. Performances with them have included 
everything from Late Night with David Letterman to the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize Awards. 
In recognition for their talents, Jon and his brother received a Gemini Award (the Canadian 
equivalent of an American Emmy) in 2005 and performed alongside The Chieftains for the 
2006 Grammy-nominated album The Chieftains Live From Dublin: A Tribute to Derek Bell. Jon was 
happy to expand his horizons in the summers of 2009 and 2012 as the violinist for international 
sensation Loreena McKennitt, playing at some of the most prominent outdoor music festivals 
across Canada and throughout Europe. 

NATHAN PILATZKE
Undoubtedly one of the most dynamic and energetic stepdancers to ever hit the stage, 

Nathan has been performing for thirty years. Hailing from the Ottawa Valley of Ontario, 
Canada, Nathan (who has been aptly nicknamed Crazy Legs) started stepdancing at the tender 
age of five. Since 2002 Nathan has been touring the world with Irish supergroup The Chief-
tains, visiting countries including Sweden, Norway, China, Japan, Australia, and most of Europe 
and North America. He has performed everywhere from The Ryman Auditorium with Emmylou 
Harris, Ricky Skaggs, and Allison Krauss to Late Night with David Letterman and Conan O’Brien. 

2005 proved triumphant for Nathan when, together with his brother they garnered a Gemini 
Award (the Canadian equivalent of the Emmy) for Best Performance in a Variety Program 
on “The Chieftains in Canada”. Back in Canada, Nathan has teamed up with fellow young 
Chieftains’ alumni in an Irish/Canadian traditional music and dance project called TREAD. They 
were honoured to record their first CD “Live From Matt Molloy’s” and have toured Japan, Italy, 
Scotland, and Ireland extensively. Most recently, Nathan has joined forces with brother Jon 
Pilatzke and sister-in-law Cara Butler creating one of the most dynamic and unique dance 
shows touring the world today called The StepCrew. This production brings together Irish, Tap, 
and Ottawa Valley stepdancing and boasts an entire collective of virtuosic percussive dancers 
& musicians. For full details check outwww.stepcrew.com   
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TRIONA MARSHALL
       Marshall’s playing is “spontaneous, delicately graded, full of rhythmic vitality, 
       and technically impeccable.”
						       - Martin Adams (The Irish Times)

Trained as a Classical Harpist, Tríona was principal harpist with the RTE Concert Orchestra 
for five years up to 2003, when she was invited to play as guest harpist for the Chieftains. 
Since then she has performed solely on the Irish Harp playing as both guest harpist with the 
Chieftains on tours throughout the world and as a solo performer, with performances at the 
9th World Harp Congress, the Special Olympics Opening Ceremony held in Croke Park, Dublin, 
and at the 2005 Edinburgh Fringe Festival where with Thomas Ranjo – sole non-Japanese per-
former of the Satsuma biwa or “Lute of the Samurai” she successfully performed both Japanese 
and Irish music with harp and shakuhachi as well as harp and biwa. 

As principal harpist with the RTE Concert Orchestra, she likewise explored a number of differ-
ent styles varying from Jazz to Modern Irish and standard Classical. These included, amongst 
others, the premiere performance of contemporary Jazz artist Bobby Lamb’s “Shining Sea” for 
harp and Orchestra, a performance of Robert Farnon’s “Intermezzo” for harp and strings, Bill 
Whelan’s “Seville Suite” along with the “Concierto de Aranjuez” by Joaquin Rodrigo.

Tríona comes from Portlaoise in Ireland. She is one of five in a family of musicians and started 
playing the harp when she was seven. After winning numerous harp competitions throughout 
Ireland, her studies and performances took her around Europe. She also made a number of 
tours as a member of the EUYO (European Union Youth Orchestra) over four years

TIM EDEY
At just 33 years of age multi-instrumentalist and singer Tim Edey has toured the world and 

recorded extensively with all of the major names in Celtic roots music including; The Chieftains, 
Natalie MacMaster+Donnell Leahy, Altan, Capercaillie, Michael McGoldrick, Seamus Begley, 
Christy Moore, Sharon Shannon, Dougie Maclean, The Barra MacNeills, JP Cormier, Shaun 
Davey, Session A9, Lunasa, Vinnie Kilduff , Mary Black, Session A9, Julie Fowlis, Frankie Gavin 
and more.

Tim is also a successful solo artist in the UK and Ireland and East coast of Canada especially, 
where he sells out shows regularly and in 2012 Tim won two major BBC awards “Best musician” 
and “Best duo” with Brendan Power the harmonica guru from NZ. Originally from Broadstairs, 
Kent where he honed his style learning from his father Richard a fine guitarist and listening 
to Ed Boyd, Steve Cooney and Django Reinhardt. He has lived in Ireland and now resides in 
Scotland where he is based and tours all over the world regularly.

TARA BREEN
Tara Breen started playing fiddle at the tender age of seven. She has achieved All Ireland titles 

in every age category over the years, culminating with the Senior Fiddle Title in 2012. She is a 
member of the Awbeg Céilí Band who won the Senior Céilí Band competition in 2013. Tara has 
played all over the world including America, China, India, Philippines and most European coun-
tries. She was selected by Donal Lunny for the band Ciorras, and from there went on to join the 
Galician piper Carlos Núñez, with whom she continues to play on a regular basis in Europe. She 
is currently working on an album with Conor Moriarty and Stephen Rooney. 

MARTIN MURRAY 
From County Tipperary, Martin Murray is a highly respected instrumentalist and sound 

engineer. He played banjo, fiddle and mandolin in many bands throughout the 80’s and 90’s 
and travelled the world with the Chieftains guesting with them wherever they played. Martin 
also played and recorded with such luminaries as accordionist Mairtin O’Connor, Mícheál Ó 
Súilleabháin, Bill Whelan and Liam Clancy amongst others. In 1993 he released his own album 
A Dark Horse in the company of Frankie Gavin, Matt Molloy, Derek Bell, Gary O’Briain, Seamus 
McGuire, Jimmy Faulkner, Mairtin O’Connor and more. The album was compared very favour-
ably to his American counterparts by ‘The Irish Music Magazine’.
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Song of the Jasmine
Ragamala Dance Company

Aparna Ramaswamy, Ranee Ramaswamy, & Rudresh Mahanthappa, Creators

Concept: Aparna Ramaswamy
Creation and Choreography: Aparna Ramaswamy and Ranee Ramaswamy

Composer: Rudresh Mahanthappa
Dancers: 

Aparna Ramaswamy, Ranee Ramaswamy, Ashwini Ramaswamy, 
Tamara Nadel, Jessica Fiala

Musical Ensemble: 
Rudresh Mahanthappa (alto saxophone), Rez Abbasi (guitar), 

Rajna Swaminathan (mridangam), 
Raman Kalyan (Carnatic flute), Anjna Swaminathan (Carnatic violin)

Light Design:  Jeff Bartlett

Set Design: 
Concept by Ranee Ramaswamy and Aparna Ramaswamy

Architectural design by Anjali Ganapathy
Technical direction by Jeff Bartlett and Louise Robinson
Bell procurement by Anju Kataria and Khazana Gallery

Sound Design: Maury Jensen
Lighting Supervisor/Production Manager: Mat Terwilliger 

Stage Manager: Elise Erickson

Commissioners: 
Walker Art Center, Lead Commissioner and Developmental Partner 

Krannert Center for the Arts, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Lead Commissioner
Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center, University of Maryland, Co-commissioner 

Lincoln Center for Lincoln Center Out of Doors, Co-commissioner

Season Sponsors:
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FROM THE ARTIST
In Song of the Jasmine we explore the interconnectedness of the spiritual, the sensual, and 

the natural that is the lifeblood of the Indian psyche. We are guided by the writings of the 8th 
century Tamil mystic poet Andal, whose Sacred Sayings of the Goddess erases any dichotomy 
between the sacred and the personal, and seamlessly interweaves the two as she expresses 
deep longing, anguish, ecstasy, and the desire to merge the soul with the Supreme Conscious-
ness. 

For us, her unparalleled intensity of emotion inspires a dynamic world of contemporary 
interpretive possibility. Our commitment to entwining our Indian and American artistic genres 
speaks to the cultural fluidity in our hybrid existence and frees us to approach the poetic, visual 
and aural elements of the work as a sort of prism—different upon each viewing.

Song of the Jasmine was born of a close collaboration in which the choreography and the 
music were constructed simultaneously in a constant artistic dialogue that spanned more than 
a year.

			          —Aparna Ramaswamy, Ranee Ramaswamy, Rudresh Mahanthappa

Selections from ‘Nachiar Tirumozhi’
“…the state of bliss attained by the total surrender of body, mind and soul, or Atma, to the Para-

matman, or the Divine Existence. He has invaded my heart; and while I pine and sigh for his love, He 
looks on indifferent as if it were all a play. I feel as if my bones had melted away and my long javelin 
eyes have not closed their lids for these many days. I am tossed on the waves of the sea of pain 
without finding the boat that is named the Lord of the highest realm.

My vow to him courses through my body like a ripened blossom strung on your bow to release 
with keening motion the name of the only one capable of ocean-breaths dotted with song cleaved 
from between beaks. Draw the bow at me, loosening braids of reason until I am an untied string 
without a knot . . .

I have nothing left to give. I’ve expended all at Govinda’s feet, who while dancing . . . plucked the 
stem of me in such heightened state. Frozen in ecstasy, is it fair to be further tormented? If the blaz-
ing lord of Arangam finds kindling of virtue, then he will reveal what’s outside himself inside me.”

			                —Translations by Subramanya Bharathi and the poet Ravi Shankar 

ABOUT ANDAL
Throughout her short life, Andal refused to marry any mortal man – Krishna was the sole 

object of her affection. Her feverish urgency to unite with Him is likened to the unbearable 
urgency of a fish out of water. It is said that He was so pleased with her devotion that He ap-
peared to her father in a dream, instructing him to bring Andal to the temple at Srirangam, on 
the banks of the Kauveri River in southern India. 

Legend says that the moment she entered the sanctum of the temple, she was surrounded by 
a blaze of light and was absorbed into the image of Vishnu. She was only fifteen years old.

ABOUT RAGAMALA DANCE
Under the direction of Ranee Ramaswamy and Aparna Ramaswamy, Ragamala creates work 

that conveys a sense of reverence, of unfolding mystery, of universal celebration. Now in its 
22nd season, Ragamala has been hailed by The New York Times as “movingly meditative… 
[Ragamala] showed how Indian forms can provide some of the most transcendent experiences 
that dance has to offer.” The company has been featured at the American Dance Festival (North 
Carolina), Lincoln Center (New York), Kennedy Center (Washington, DC), Music Center of Los 
Angeles (California), University Musical Society (Michigan), Just Festival (Edinburgh, UK), Bali 
Arts Festival (Indonesia), Soorya Festival (Kerala, India), and National Centre for Performing Arts 
(Mumbai, India). 

Song of the Jasmine premiered at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis in May of 2014. An 
11-city tour of the work began in August with a performance at Lincoln Center Out of Doors, 
which The New York Times called, “soulful, imaginative and rhythmically contagious.” 

 

Exclusive representation by
Laura Colby, Director

Elsie Management
TEL (718) 797-4577

info@elsieman.org • www.elsieman.org

For upcoming tour dates in the U.S. and India, please visit:
	 www.ragamaladance.org
	 612-824-1968
	 info@ragamala.net
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
RANEE RAMASWAMY and APARNA RAMASWAMY (Concept/Choreography) are Artistic Direc-
tors, Choreographers, and Principal Dancers of Ragamala Dance, founded by Ranee in 1992. 
As dancemakers and performers, they explore the dynamic tension between the ancestral and 
the contemporary, making dance landscapes that dwell in opposition—secular and spiritual 
life, inner and outer worlds, human and natural concerns, rhythm and stillness—to find the 
transcendence that lies in between. As mother and daughter, each brings her generational 
experience to the work—the rich traditions, deep philosophical roots, and ancestral wisdom 
of India meeting and merging with the curiosity, openness, and creative freedom fostered in 
the United States. As protégés and senior disciples of legendary dancer and choreographer 
Alarmél Valli, known as one of India’s greatest living masters, Ranee and Aparna’s training in 
the South Indian classical dance form of Bharatanatyam is the bedrock of a creative aesthetic 
that prioritizes truthful emotion above all else.

Ranee and Aparna’s work is supported by the National Endowment for the Arts, National 
Dance Project, MAP Fund, The McKnight Foundation, New Music/USA, USArtists International 
and the Japan Foundation, and has been commissioned by the Walker Art Center (Minneapo-
lis), Lincoln Center Out of Doors (New York), the Krannert Center (University of Illinois), the 
Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center (University of Maryland), and the American Composers 
Forum. Ranee and Aparna were jointly named “2011 Artist of the Year” by the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune.  Their upcoming work, Written in Water, has been selected for a development 
residency at the Maggie Allesee National Center for Choreography (MANCC). 

Ranee is a 2014 recipient of the Doris Duke Performing Artist Award and currently serves on 
the National Council on the Arts, appointed by President Obama. Among her many awards are 
14 McKnight Artist Fellowships for Choreography and Interdisciplinary Art, a Bush Fellowship 
for Choreography, a 2011 McKnight Distinguished Artist Award, and a 2012 United States Art-
ists Fellowship.

Aparna’s choreography and performance have been described as “a marvel of buoyant agility 
and sculptural clarity” (Dance Magazine), “thrillingly three-dimensional,” and “an enchantingly 
beautiful dancer,” (The New York Times). She has been awarded several honors, including three 
McKnight Artist Fellowships for Dance and Choreography, a Bush Fellowship for Choreog-
raphy, an Arts and Religion grant funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, choreographic and 
travel support from the Jerome Foundation and Minnesota State Arts Board, and the Lakshmi 
Vishwanathan Endowment Prize from Sri Krishna Gana Sabha (Chennai, India). Her solo work, 
presented with live music has toured the U.S. and India with support from the National Dance 
Project and USArtists International, most recently at Narada Gana Sabha (Chennai) and the 
National Centre for Performing Arts (Mumbai). In 2010, Aparna was named one of “25 to Watch” 
by Dance Magazine. Aparna is an empaneled artist with the Indian Council for Cultural Rela-
tions (of the Government of India). She serves on the Board of Trustees of Dance/USA. 

RUDRESH MAHANTHAPPA (Composer/Alto Saxophone) - Few musicians share the ability of 
Rudresh Mahanthappa to embody the expansive possibilities of his music with his culture. 
The saxophonist/composer hybridizes progressive jazz and South Indian classical music in a 
fluid and forward-looking form reflecting his own experience growing up a second-generation 
Indian-American. Just as his personal experience is never wholly lived on one side of the hy-
phenate or the other, his music speaks in a voice dedicated to forging a new path forward.

The current manifestations of that trajectory include his latest quintet project Bird Calls which 
will issue its first release in February 2015 as it undertakes an extended period of live perfor-
mances. This is 21st Century tribute to Charlie Parker includes a stellar band of pianist Matt 
Mitchell, bassist François Moutin, drummer Rudy Royston, and 20-year old trumpet prodigy 
Adam O’Farrill.  The 2013 album Gamak featured guitarist David “Fuze” Fiuczynski, whose own 
microtonal vocabulary opened new possibilities for Mahanthappa’s compositional imagina-
tion, alongside bassist Francois Moutin and drummer Dan Weiss. The 2010 debut CD by Sam-
dhi (ACT Music + Vision), a multi-cultural ensemble that advances Mahanthappa’s blend of jazz 
and Indian music with modernist electronic music, was described by JazzTimes as “a landmark 
convergence of styles that didn’t lend itself to easy analysis… new music of this caliber hasn’t been 
attempted before.” Other recent projects run the gamut from the cross-generational alto sum-
mit Apex featuring Bunky Green; trios MSG and Mauger; the quintet Dual Identity co-led with 
fellow altoist Steve Lehman; and Raw Materials, his long-running duo project with pianist Vijay 
Iyer. Mahanthappa also continues to partner with Pakistani-American guitarist Rez Abbasi and 
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innovative percussionist Dan Weiss in the Indo-Pak Coalition, while giants in both jazz and South 
Indian music have recognized his success: he was enlisted by Jack DeJohnette for the legendary 
drummer’s new working group, while a collaboration with the renowned Carnatic saxophonist 
Kadri Gopalnath resulted in Mahanthappa’s critically-acclaimed 2008 CD Kinsmen (Pi). 

Hailed by the New York Times as possessing “a roving intellect and a bladelike articulation,” 
Mahanthappa has been awarded a Doris Duke Performing Artist Award, a Guggenheim Fellow-
ship, two New York Foundation for the Arts Fellowships, and commissions from the Rockefeller 
Foundation MAP Fund, Chamber Music America and the American Composers Forum.  He has 
been named alto saxophonist of the year in Downbeat’s International Critics Polls, Jazztimes’ Crit-
ics Polls and by the Jazz Journalists’ Association numerous times.

Mahanthappa is a Yamaha artist and uses Vandoren reeds exclusively. More information can be 
found at www.rudreshm.com

REZ ABBASI (Guitar) has been blazing a new trail as a leading figure in South Asian - American 
cutting edge jazz for over a decade. His work spans far and wide, performing in award-winning 
groups as Rudresh Mahanthappa’s Indo-Pak Coalition and Kinsmen, and Indian multiple Juno 
award winning vocalist Kiran Ahluwalia’s ensemble. In 2013, Abbasi was voted #1 Rising Star 
Guitarist in Down Beat magazine’s prestigious International Critic’s Poll. Rez has released several 
albums as a leader, from acoustic guitar driven quartet music, to electrified organ trio featur-
ing Indian vocals. His ultra - modern quintet, Invocation pulls all aspects of his persona into a 
cohesive, distinctive voice rarely paralleled in today’s jazz. Including band mates, Mahanthappa, 
Vijay Iyer, Dan Weiss, Johannes Weidenmueller and guest, Kiran Ahluwalia, Invocation’s debut 
release, Things To Come (2009) was included in Downbeat magazine’s ‘best albums of the decade’. 
That same year he received the prestigious Chamber Music America NJW grant to compose more 
music for Invocation. Abbasi’s new compositions focused on a musical form from Pakistan called, 
Qawwali. With hard-driving grooves and sophisticated melodies, Suno Suno (2011) ended the 
year on many critics ‘best of’ lists. In fall of 2012, Rez released his ninth album and his first ever 
trio, with John Hebert on bass and Satoshi Takeishi on drums. Continuous Beat hit #1 on the CMJ 
radio charts with Rez featured on the front cover of CMJ magazine. In 2014 he released his tenth 
album, featuring the Rez Abbasi Acoustic Quartet (RAAQ). (www.reztone.com)

JESSICA FIALA (Dancer) began training with Ranee Ramaswamy and Aparna Ramaswamy in 2006 
and has toured with Ragamala throughout the US and to India and the UK, including perfor-
mances at the Kennedy Center, the American Dance Festival, and the Soorya Festival. Outside of 
the company, she has studied rhythm tap and modern dance and continues to perform with cho-
reographers Kaleena Miller and Vanessa Voskuil. Jessica holds an interdisciplinary master’s degree 
in Museum Studies & Cultural Studies through the University of Minnesota, with a thesis titled 
“Ordering ‘the Other’: Heterotopias and the Musée du Quai Branly.” Most recently, she presented 
research at the MeLa conference “The Postcolonial Museum” in Naples, Italy (2013), which she 
has since expanded for publication in the upcoming MeLa collection The Ruined Archive (2015). 
Jessica has been active at the Walker Art Center since 2009 in roles as a tour guide, blogger, and 
SpeakEasy facilitator. She is the International Research Coordinator for Forecast Public Art, a 
Research Associate at Lutman & Associates, and an Administrative Assistant at the Caux Round 
Table.

RAMAN KALYAN (Carnatic Flute) - Breathing magical melodies on the Indian bamboo flute, vir-
tuoso Raman Kalyan is one of the leading flautists in the Carnatic style of music. Raman with his 
unique style has captivated audiences globally. Raman has released over 60 CDs and many DVDs. 
His most recent CD, “Music for Deep Meditation” reached the #1 spot on the iTunes world music 
charts and remained in the top 50 for more than six months. Raman has also been featured as 
guest artist in more than 300 commercial recordings & Indian Movies. Apart from being a soloist, 
Raman has scored music for many audio/video albums, dance dramas and theatre productions. 
Raman won the “Best Flautist Award” from Madras Music Academy twice for his concerts during 
December Music Festival 2009 & 2013. Raman is a featured artist in the “Miles from India” tour 
and performs with legends Glen Velez (Grammy Winner) Dave Liebman (Grammy Winner), Pt. 
Vishwamohan Bhatt (Grammy Winner), Mandolin Shrinivas, Selvaganesh (Remember Shakti), 
Darryl Jones (Rolling Stones), John Beasley (Finding Nemo) and has performed at the Montreal 
Jazz Festival, San Francisco Jazz Festival and Miles from India fest in Paris. Raman has performed 
with South Indian music legends like Dr M. Balamuralikrishna, Dr N. Ramani, and A.K Palanivel 
and has also been touring as a special guest with legendary singer and Guinness record holder 



K.J. Yesudas. Raman’s accompaniment for Martha Graham’s documentary “The Flute of Krishna” 
has been appreciated globally and his meditation music YouTube videos have more than 300,000 
views. Raman is the founder/president of Indo American Academy of Classical Music, an organiza-
tion dedicated to propagate the Classical music. (www.ramankalyan.com)

TAMARA NADEL (Dancer) is a disciple of Ranee Ramaswamy and Aparna Ramaswamy. She is a 
founding member of Ragamala and has toured extensively with the company throughout the U.S. 
and in Russia, Taiwan, Japan, Indonesia, India, and the U.K. Tamara was a 2006 McKnight Artist Fel-
low in Dance, and has received grants from the Minnesota State Arts Board, Metropolitan Regional 
Arts Council, and a Jerome Foundation Travel Study Grant. She has been studying Carnatic music 
under Lalit Subramanian since 2011. Tamara is also Ragamala’s Development and Outreach Direc-
tor and a teacher at the Ragamala School. She holds a degree in Religious Studies and Dance from 
Macalester College. Tamara served on the City of Minneapolis Arts Commission from 2008-2010, 
and currently serves on the board of Minnesota Citizens for the Arts.

ASHWINI RAMASWAMY (Dancer) has studied Bharatanatyam with Ragamala’s Artistic Directors 
Ranee Ramaswamy and Aparna Ramaswamy—her mother and sister—since the age of five. She 
has been accepted as a student of Bharatanatyam legend Alarmél Valli, one of the greatest living 
masters of the form. She has toured extensively with Ragamala, performing throughout the U.S. 
and in Russia, Taiwan, Indonesia, Japan, the U.K, and India. Ashwini is a 2012 McKnight Artist 
Fellow for Dance, and the recipient of two Minnesota State Arts Board Artist Initiative Grants for 
Dance and a Metropolitan Regional Arts Council Next Step Fund grant.  Ashwini recently began 
choreographing and is continuing to create new work. Ashwini is Ragamala’s Director of Publicity 
and Marketing and holds a degree in English Literature from Carleton College. She currently serves 
on the board of Arts Midwest.

ANJNA SWAMINATHAN is a budding artist in the field of South Indian Carnatic Violin. A disciple 
of the late violin maestro Parur Sri M.S. Gopalakrishnan and Mysore Sri H.K. Narasimhamurthy, she 
has been trained in both Carnatic classical and Western classical styles of violin. As a theatre artist 
and dramaturg with interests in postcolonial thought, gender and queer theories, and Hindu ve-
dantic philosophy, Anjna often engages in artistic work that ties together multiple aesthetic forms 
towards a critical consciousness. Using her hybrid and interdisciplinary perspective, she seeks a 
space for her deep-rooted vocabulary within the contemporary artistic landscape. Anjna frequent-
ly takes part in interdisciplinary collaborations, often developing scores and providing musical 
accompaniment for dancers and dance companies, most notably, Ragamala Dance (Minneapolis), 
with whom she has been working for the past four years, as well as Ragamala’s principle dancer 
and soloist, Aparna Ramaswamy. Anjna also performs regularly with the ensemble RAJAS, curated 
by her sister and frequent collaborator, Rajna Swaminathan, which brings together contemporary 
musicians to explore new directions of composition and improvisation. More recently, Anjna has 
delved into the realm of composition, and was commissioned to create original music for play-
wright/performer Anu Yadav’s (Washington, D.C.) powerful one-woman-play Meena’s Dream. In the 
summer of 2014, she was a participant at the celebrated Banff International Workshop in Jazz and 
Creative Music in Alberta, Canada. Anjna holds a Bachelor’s degree in Theatre from the University 
of Maryland, College Park. (www.anjnaswaminathan.com)

RAJNA SWAMINATHAN is an accomplished young artist in the field of South Indian classical 
percussion – mridangam. She is a disciple and protégé of mridangam maestro Umayalpuram K. 
Sivaraman. She has accompanied many renowned musicians widely in the US, Canada, and India. 
She has also performed extensively in the December Music Festival in Chennai. She frequently 
presents workshops on South Indian rhythm, most notably at the Banff International Workshop 
in Jazz and Creative Music, the Percussive Arts Society International Convention, and the KOSA 
International Percussion Camp. Over the past three years, she has been collaborating with distin-
guished artists in New York’s jazz and creative music scene, including saxophonist Steve Coleman 
and pianist Vijay Iyer. Rajna is active as a composer-performer for dance and theatre works. Most 
notably, she has toured widely with the acclaimed Ragamala Dance (Minneapolis), as well as 
with Ragamala’s celebrated artistic director Aparna Ramaswamy in her solo work. Rajna’s most 
recent engagement as a composer is RAJAS, a nascent project that brings together contemporary 
musicians to explore new directions for composition and improvisation rooted in Indian musical 
concepts. She holds degrees in Anthropology and French from the University of Maryland, College 
Park. (www.rajnaswaminathan.com)
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JEFF BARTLETT (Light Design) has been honored to light Ragamala Dance since A Canticle of Mary 
in 1994. He has lit many of the company’s signature works, including Sacred Earth, 1,001 Buddhas: 
Journey of the Gods, Yathra/Journey, The Transposed Heads, Body and Soul, Bhakti, Sthree, and Ihrah. 
A dance lighting specialist based in Minneapolis, Jeff has lit scores of artists in hundreds of produc-
tions over more than two decades. His design work has been recognized with 2010 and 2005 Sage 
Awards for Dance; a 2008 Artist of the Year listing in City Pages; and a 2003 McKnight Theater Artist 
Fellowship. Jeff is Production Manager at the Weitz Center for Creativity at Carleton College.

Support for the creation of Song of the Jasmine was provided by the National Endowment for the Arts; the New Eng-
land Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with additional support from the National Endowment for the Arts; the MAP 
Fund, a program of Creative Capital, supported by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation; New Music/USA’s Commissioning Music/USA program, made possible with generous annual support 
from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs and endowment support from The Mary Flagler Cary Charitable 
Trust, The Helen F. Whitaker Fund, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Rockefeller Brothers Fund, The William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation, and the Francis Goelet Charitable Lead Trust; the RBC Foundation USA; The McKnight Foun-
dation; Target; the General Mills Foundation; the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board Operating 
Support grant, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund; Ragamala’s Board of 
Directors Institutional Growth Fund; the generous support of Ragamala’s “Rasika Circle,” including Prakash and Usha 
Asirvatham, The Goodale Family Foundation, the Dale Schatzlein and Emily Maltz Fund of The Minneapolis Founda-
tion, Ranee Ramaswamy and David McKay, Wallace and Margaret McKay, and Anonymous; and Friends of Ragamala.
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dB Entertainment Solutions
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Performance Food Service
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Zina Tillona	
Lois B. Torf	
Estate of Mary Tuttle	
Richard & Rhonda Venne	
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Five Star Building Corp	
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Ruth Green	
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Linda Sambel
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Robert Schultz	
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Elizabeth Silver	
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Patron Services
Refreshments
Concessions are available before the 
performance and during intermission for 
most Center Series Concert Hall events. 
For patrons in our wheelchair section, 
please notify an usher and they will be 
happy to bring the refreshments to you.
 
Restrooms
Restrooms are located on the lower 
level of the Fine Arts Center Concert 
Hall adjacent to the University Gallery 
and in the Concert Hall main lobby. 
When available there are additional 
restrooms in the Rand Theater area. 
Fully accessible restrooms are available 
in the Concert Hall and Bowker 
Auditorium. Restrooms in the Concert 
Hall for the mobility impaired are located 
in the lobby and the refuge area outside 
section 3 on house right.

Drinking Fountains
Drinking fountains are located on the 
lower level of the Concert Hall near the 
restrooms and in the lobby.

Late Seating
Patrons arriving after the start of the 
performance will be seated at an 
appropriate break and at the house 
manager’s discretion.

Pagers and Cell Phones
Please turn off all pagers and cell 
phones when entering the concert hall. 

On Call Service
Doctors and persons needing 
emergency call service are asked to 
leave their name and seat location with 
the box office. If you keep a cell phone 
or pager with you, please use the silent, 
vibration option.

Cameras and Recording Devices
The taking of photographs or recording 
the performance in any way is strictly 
prohibited.

ATM
The nearest ATM bank machine is 
located in the Newman Center and 
on the lower level in the the Campus  
Center.

For Hearing-Impaired Patrons                                           
Assisted listening devices: Induction 
loops and headsets are available for 
patrons with hearing impairments 
and may be checked out with an ID 
in the lobby prior to the performance. 
Compatible with most ALS systems and 
in compliance with the ADA. A credit 
card, driver’s license, or valid student 
ID will be held as security while devices 
are in use. 

Emergency Closing
In case of emergency, the lighted, red, 
exit sign near your seat is the shortest 
route to the exterior of the building. For 
your safety, please check the location 
of the exit closest to your seat and 
review the evacuation map included in 
this playbill. Also, follow the directions 
provided by the ushers.

Accessible Parking
An access-parking permit or plates 
must be visible to parking attendants.

For Your Viewing Pleasure
Check out what’s on view in the 
University Museum of Contemporary 
Art. The University Museum is located 
on the lower level of the Concert 
Hall and is open one hour prior to 
the start of performances and during 
intermission. The Museum is also open 
to the public Tuesday through Friday, 
11am to 4:30pm, and Saturday and 
Sunday, 2 to 5pm.

Performance Cancellation
Fine Arts Center performances are 
rarely canceled and only in the case 
of severe weather. If a performance is 
canceled, you can call the Box Office 
at 1-800-999-UMAS or 545-2511 
or tune in to the following radio and 
television stations: public radio station 
WFCR 88.5FM, WHMP 99.9FM, WRSI 
95.3FM, WFSB CBS 3 and WGGB-
TV40. If a performance is canceled, 
patrons may exchange tickets for 
another event (subject to availability), 
may receive a credit on their account, 
or may request a refund.

Please recycle your playbill in the lobby.
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WWW.FOURSEASONSWINE.COM 

 

ADDRESS 
333 Russell Street       
Route 9, Hadley, MA                    
(413) 584-8174 

DIRECTIONS 
Left turn onto Route 9              
Drive 1.1 Miles                              
Four Seasons is on the left. 

FIND US ON         
FACEBOOK 
 

HOURS 
Mon-Sat    9:00am-11:00pm 
Sunday    12:00pm-11:00pm 

    VISA / MC / Discover / AMEX 

Three humidors filled with quality hand-
rolled premium cigars.  As well as an      
assortment of  domestic cigars. 

Cigarettes, RYO tobacco & RYO supplies. 

E-cigarettes and Pipe tobacco & Pipes 

Domestic and imported wines for every    
occasion and budget. 

Sparkling wines & Champagnes.   

Local wines and ciders. 

10% off 6 bottles, MIX n MATCH 

Whiskies from around the world. 

Hand selected single barrel Bourbons and 
Single Malt Scotch. 

Craft distilled and small batch. 

Spirits, cordials, liqueurs and mixers. 

Wide and varied selection of domestic,       
imported, craft brewed, macro and              
micro-brewed beers. 

Coldest Beer Cooler in the Area!! 

Pick up some Local beers to bring home 
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Hadley Branch 
200 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley

UMass/Amherst Branch
Campus Center

University of Massachusetts 

Northampton Branch
243 King Street 
Northampton

Federally Insured by the NCUA.

The best kept secrets 
about credit unions really 
shouldn’t be secrets: 

As member advocates, Credit Unions are committed to 
helping members with their overall financial well-being. 
Confident, educated consumers make the best choices 
with their money! Through venues such as financial 
literacy workshops and one-on-one financial coaching, 
Credit Unions provide trusted financial guidance to meet 
each member’s unique banking needs. At UMassFive, 
you’re part of a local banking cooperative that puts people 
before profits, while serving all your banking needs.

For more of the many benefits of joining a credit union, 
visit umassfive.coop.

4. Credit Unions aim to educate  
 and empower their members.
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The exhibition is funded in part by The Andy Warhol Foundation for Visual Arts; the National Endowment for the Arts; Massachusetts Cultural Council; the Carlyn Steiner ‘67 and George 
Steiner Endowed Fund, in honor of Joan Smith Koch; the Suzannah J. Fabing Programs Fund for SCMA; and the Publications and Research Fund, SCMA. Image: Mary Bauermeister. 
German, born 1934. #175 The Great Society (detail), 1969. Mixed media optical box. Mead Art Museum, Amherst College, Bequest of Richard S. Zeisler (Class of 1937).

smith.edu/artmuseum

JANUARY 30–MAY 24, 2015

Free concerts + film showing March 24–26, 2015
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Proud to support
the UMass Fine Arts Center.

Caring for our 
Community is at the
Heart of Our Mission 

Member FDIC | Member DIF

florencebank.com

413-586-1300 or 800-644-8261
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Certified  
Aging-in-Place  

Specialist 
(CAPS)

  I N T E G R I T Y
DEVELOPMENT & CONSTRUCTION, INC.

FAC Playbill ISSUE VI
1/2 page color
4.875” w x 3.75” h

Call 413.549.7919 for a FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION       integbuild.com 

Safety with Style
ACCESSIBILITY • FIRST-FLOOR LIVING • ADDITIONS

LET UMASS PROVIDE YOU WITH
A DAY TO REMEMBER!

With a reputation for exceptional 
food, creative displays and attentive 
service, UMass Catering has the 
experience to make your wedding 
day unforgettable. 
Located at the flagship campus of 
the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst, there are many unique 
venues available for an event of 
any size.
 
Let UMass Catering bring your 
dreams to life.

Contact us at 413-577-8200
ccevents@umass.edu
www.umass.edu/catering

Unforgettable 
W E D D I N G S  A T  U M A S S  A M H E R S T

P r o u d l y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  U M a s s  F i n e  A r t s  C e n t e r

in Possibility...

Tours 
Wednesday - Sunday
11 am - 4 pm
Five College students  
admitted free

413.542.8161

280 Main Street
Amherst, MA 

info@emilydickinsonmuseum.org
emilydickinsonmuseum.org

dwell



LET UMASS PROVIDE YOU WITH
A DAY TO REMEMBER!

With a reputation for exceptional 
food, creative displays and attentive 
service, UMass Catering has the 
experience to make your wedding 
day unforgettable. 
Located at the flagship campus of 
the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst, there are many unique 
venues available for an event of 
any size.
 
Let UMass Catering bring your 
dreams to life.

Contact us at 413-577-8200
ccevents@umass.edu
www.umass.edu/catering

Unforgettable 
W E D D I N G S  A T  U M A S S  A M H E R S T

P r o u d l y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  U M a s s  F i n e  A r t s  C e n t e r
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The
UMass License Plate

is on the Road!

Show your UMass pride
while supporting student

scholarships and programs.
Take UMass with you

wherever the road leads.

Order a plate today at
www.massrmv.com

or visit your
MassDOT RMV branch

Don’t forget—your special
plate fee is tax-deductible!
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As a regional health insurance 
company we are committed 
to improving the health and 
lives of the people in the 
communities we serve. 

 Maura McCaffrey

President & CEO, Health New England

“ “

Committed to 
Our Community. 

hne.com



Partnering with the communities we serve,
Baystate Health extends the traditional defi nition

of health to include economic opportunity, 
affordable housing, quality education, safe 

neighborhoods, food security, the arts/culture, 
and racism and homophobia free communities — 

all elements that are needed for individuals, 
families and communities to thrive.

b a y s t a t e h e a l t h . o r g

BAYSTATE HEALTH IS A 

proud supporter
OF THE FINE ARTS CENTER


