
 

Infinitely Yours by Miwa Matreyek 
Plus shorts by artists from the UMass MFA Poets and Writers program 

Tuesday, April 6, 7 p.m. ET 
 Virtual Screening and Artist Q&A 

 
                                                                                       
UMass Amherst occupies the traditional land of the Nonotuck tribe. We recognize our neighboring Indigenous 
nations: the Nipmuc and the Wampanoag to the East, the Mohegan and Pequot to the South, the Mohican to the 
West, and the Abenaki to the North. We further acknowledge through language courtesy of Groundwater Arts, 
that YouTube, the platform used for this event, is headquartered in what is now called San Bruno, CA on the 
traditional lands of the Ohlone, Muwekma, and Ramaytush peoples. We acknowledge the lands YouTube resides 
on as the digital platform does not exist in an ether or an imaginary void, but is made possible because of physical 
land and the Indigenous people who steward it. 
 
This event is part of the series Transforming Crisis, a collaboration between the FAC, the MFA for 
Poets and Writers, and the School of Earth & Sustainability, and supported by the UMass 
Sustainability, Innovation and Engagement Fund (SIEF). 

Sponsored by Coca-Cola, Daily Hampshire Gazette, New England Public Media and Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
  

                                                           

https://fac.umass.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=ASA&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=


The UMass Fine Arts Center is supported by the New England Foundation for the 
Arts through the New England Arts Resilience Fund, part of the United States 
Regional Arts Resilience Fund, an initiative of the U.S. Regional Arts Organizations 
and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with major funding from the federal 
CARES Act from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

 
ABOUT MIWA MATREYEK 

 Miwa Matreyek is an animator, director, designer, and performer based in Los Angeles. She has 
been an internationally touring independent artist since 2010. Coming from a background in 
animation by way of collage, Miwa Matreyek creates live, staged performances where she 
interacts with her animations as a shadow silhouette, at the cross-section of cinematic and 
theatrical, fantastical and tangible, illusionistic and physical. Her work exists in a dreamlike visual 
space that makes invisible worlds visible, often weaving surreal and poetic narratives of conflict 
between man and nature. Her work exists both at the realm of the hand-made and tech. She 
travels as a one-woman show, often incorporating artist talks and workshops. Miwa performs 
her interdisciplinary shadow performances all around the world, including animation/film 
festivals, theater/performance festivals, art museums, science museums, and tech conferences. 
A few past presenters include TED, MOMA, Lincoln Center, Sundance New Frontier, Future of 
Storytelling conference, Exploratorium, Adler Planetarium, ISEA conference, Meta.Morph 
(Norway), Anima Mundi (Brazil), Houston Cinematic Arts Festival, Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History and many more. She has also performed at many universities, including Texas A&M, 
Boston University, USC, UC San Diego, University of Michigan, Western Carolina University, 
University of Illinois in Champagne-Urbana, University of Hawaii in Hilo, and more. 

Miwa received her MFA for Experimental Animation and Integrated Media from CalArts and is 
also a co-founder and core-collaborator of the multi-media theater company, Cloud Eye Control. 
She is a recipient of the Sherwood Award (2016), Creative Capital Award (2013), Princess Grace 
Award (2007), and Princess Grace Foundation’s Special Projects award (2009, 2012). Cloud Eye 
Control is a recipient of several awards and grants including MAP fund (2013), National Theater 
Project grant by NEFA (2013), NPN Creation Fund (2008). She won Student Grand Prix with her 
performance, Dreaming Lucid Living at Platform International Animation Festival in 2007. She has 
made commissioned performance work (Pop-up magazine), as well as worked as a video designer 
for the Austin based theater company Rude Mechs, Norway Based dance company Carte Blanche, 
and the Vancouver based Dance company 605 Collective. 

Miwa Matreyek website: http://www.semihemisphere.com/ 
 

UMass MFA Poets and Writers artists on this evening’s program include: Lillian Kurina, Jane 
Feinsod Phoebe Michel, Colin Drohan, Madden Aleia, Mary Kate Scraggs, Noy Holland 
(faculty). 

http://www.semihemisphere.com/


ABOUT INFINITELY YOURS 

Infinitely Yours premiered in January of 2020 at REDCAT in Los Angeles and New Frontiers at 
Sundance Film Festival and was the winner of Golden Nica award for Computer Animation, Prix 
Ars Electronica in 2020. 
  
Further pushing her signature technique of layered projections, Miwa Matreyek creates an 
emotional, dream-like meditation on climate catastrophe and the Anthropocene - the proposed 
current era where human influence has effected almost all realms of earth’s natural systems. As 
her shadow traverses macro and micro scales, Miwa’s silhouette shape-shifts to experience the 
world from various perspectives. An earth overflowing with trash. A person drowning in a plastic-
filled ocean. A school of fish caught in a trawling net. The work is an emotionally impactful, 
embodied illustration of the news headlines we see every day, and the complex harm humanity 
causes to the world – and what it might mean for all of us; humanity, as well as other life, and 
the earth itself — to be living in this changing world. 
 
The Jury statement from Prix Ars Electronica regarding the Infinitely Yours Golden Nica award: 
 
“Merging live performance, sculpture, and animation, Infinitely Yours depicts an all too familiar 
world drowning in the by-product of material abundance. Miwa Matreyek physically places her 
body at the center of this mess, navigating a kinetic journey through natural and man-made 
infrastructure that, like any memorable journey, is best experienced firsthand. Fore fronting 
vaudevillian and pre-cinematic animation alongside late 20th century music video and installation 
art, Matreyek invokes a timeless yet assuredly timely collage of media history. The central axis of 
this piece is what’s at stake. Engaging the shadow of her whole body in the images, she invites us 
to see it is never objectified. Contrasting a materialist conception of the world in which capitalism 
plays a major role in the objectification of women’s bodies, her presence feels radical. Mired in 
mountains of garbage, the female body struggles and detaches itself both metaphorically and 
visually. Infinitely Yours finds a curious glow at the heart of environmental calamity, offering no 
simple answers. This salient work lingers in the imagination as both a banner for action and a 
recipe for magic.” 
 
All music for Infinitely Yours was composed, recorded and performed by Morgan Sorne. The 
songs are from an avant-garde opera composed by Sorne titled, "House of Stone," spanning six 
albums. The score was composed using Sorne's five octave vocal range, self-made instruments 
and objects found within his house between 2006 and 2016. For more about Morgan Sorne 
please visit: www.sorne.com or listen at: soundcloud.com/sorne. 
 
The Infinitely Yours project is supported by a 2019 Princess Grace Foundation Special Projects 
Grant 
 
 

http://www.sorne.com/


Upcoming and Associated Events: 

 
Transforming Crisis Discussion   
Wednesday, April 7, 7:00 p.m. ET. Free but registration is required here. 

 
Miwa Matreyek, along with scientists, thought leaders, 
and activists, discuss pressing environmental issues, 
promising solutions, and the power of creative arts and 
communication to inspire collective action. 

Presented in partnership with the School of Earth & 
Sustainability and the MFA for Poets and Writers. 
 
Free and open to the public.  To register click here. 
 

 
 
Leonardo & Sam: the Terrible Monster and the Most Scaredy-Cat Kid in the Whole 
World, Respectively 
Sunday, April 11, 3:00 p.m. ET. Performance and post-show Q&A. Recommended for All Ages. 
Tickets $12 per household, free for UMass students. Register here. 
 

Inspired by the beloved children’s books by Mo 
Willems, and realized through mind-bending 
projection, DIY cinema, music, and immersive sound by 
critically-acclaimed multimedia artists Manual Cinema, 
Leonardo & Sam tells the story of a monster who longs 
to be scary and the big decisions about identity and 
empathy that we all must make. 
 
To buy tickets, register here. 
 

For more information about these and all UMass Fine Arts 
Center Events and to get your ticketing link please visit:    

 fineartscenter.com 

https://fac.umass.edu/Online/Article/Matreyek#CPD
https://fac.umass.edu/Online/seatSelect.asp?createBO::WSmap=1&BOparam::WSmap::loadBestAvailable::performance_ids=4BCB7514-FDE5-41C2-AAE8-2E5CD80C6741
https://fac.umass.edu/Online/Article/LeonardoSam
https://fac.umass.edu/Online/Article/LeonardoSam
https://fac.umass.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=GlobalArts&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=

