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University of Massachusetts Land Acknowledgement 

In a year-long consultative and deeply collaborative process with respected advisors from local Tribal 
Nations, the UMass Native Advisory Council co-developed this campus Land Acknowledgement. This 
Acknowledgement affirms our campus connection and relationship to the land the campus is built upon 
and our continued connection to the Nations who were the original inhabitants and caretakers of this 
land. The University of Massachusetts Amherst acknowledges that it was founded and built on the 
unceded homelands of the Pocumtuc Nation on the land of the Norrwutuck community. 

We begin with gratitude for nearby waters and lands, including the Kwinitekw -- the southern portion of 
what’s now called the Connecticut River. We recognize these lands and waters as important Relations 
with which we are all interconnected and depend on to sustain life and wellbeing. 

The Norrwutuck community was one of many Pocumtuc Indian towns, including the Tribal seat at 
Pocumtuc (in present day Deerfield), Agawam (Springfield), and Woronoco (Westfield) to name just a few. 
The Pocumtuc, who had connections with these lands for millennia, are part of a vast expanse of 
Algonqiuan relations. Over 400 years of colonization, Pocumtuc Peoples were displaced. Many joined their 
Algonquian relatives to the east, south, west and north— extant communities of Wampanoag, including 
Aquinnah, Herring Pond, and Mashpee, Massachusetts; the Nipmuc with a reservation at 
Grafton/Hassanamisco, Massachusetts; the Narragansett in Kingstown, Rhode Island; Schagticoke, 
Mohegan and Pequot Peoples in Connecticut; the Abenaki and other Nations of the Wabanaki 
Confederacy extending northward into Canada; and the Stockbridge Munsee Mohican of New York and 
Massachusetts, who were removed to Wisconsin in the 19th century. Over hundreds of years of removal, 
members of Southern New England Tribes would make the journey home to tend important places and 
renew their connections to their ancestral lands. Such care and connection to land and waters continues 
to the present day. 

Today, Indigenous Nations in southern New England continue to employ diverse strategies to resist 
ongoing colonization, genocide, and erasure begun by the English, French, Dutch, Portuguese and other 
European Nations, and that continued when Tribal homelands became part of the United States. Native 
Americans from Tribal Nations across the U.S. and Indigenous peoples from around the world also travel 
into these Pocumtuc homelands to live and work. This land has always been and always will be, Native 
Land. 

We also acknowledge that the University of Massachusetts Amherst is a Land Grant University. As part of 
the Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862, Tribal lands from 84 Native Nations west of the Mississippi were sold 
to provide the resources to found and build this university. 

This Land Acknowledgement is the first step in the university’s commitment to practice intellectual 
humility whilst working with Tribal Nations toward a better shared future on Turtle Island. We aim to 
foster understanding, deep respect, and honor for sovereign Tribal Nations; to develop relationships of 
reciprocity; and to be inclusive of Native perspectives and thriving Native Nations far into the future. 
Members of Massachusetts-based Tribal Nations who are kin to the historic Pocumtuc contributed their 
insights in composing this acknowledgement -- namely Tribal representatives from Mashpee, Aquinnah, 
and Stockbridge Munsee. As an active first step toward decolonization, we encourage you to learn more 
about the Indigenous peoples on whose homelands UMass Amherst now resides on and the Indigenous 
homelands on which you live and work. 



Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 
Berta Rojas in Concert 
Saturday, March 5, 2022  
8:00 p.m. ET  
Eric Carle Museum  
Fineartscenter.com/ GuitarraRojas 
 
 
  
 
 

Berta Rojas Master Class 
Sunday, March 6, 2022  
10:00 a.m. ET  
Eric Carle Museum  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To see more events please visit: 

fineartscenter.com 

 

https://fac.umass.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=JenniferKoh&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=


Christopher Ladd 
 

Award winning and internationally renowned classical guitarist Christopher Ladd is recognized 
throughout North America and abroad as one of the most promising and versatile classical 
musicians of his generation.  Fingerstyle Guitar hails his performances as being  “… rendered 
confidently and expressively.” Praised as  “… an exercise in extremes.” by Soundboard 
Magazine, he is highly sought after as a soloist and chamber musician.   
 
Most recently Mr. Ladd was a featured performer at the 2017 Sarajevo International Guitar 
Festival and the 2018 Summartónar Festival in the Faroe Islands.  Noteworthy performances 
include appearances at the Vijećnica in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzgovina, Mengi and the Kaldalon 
Theater at Harpa in Reykjavik, Iceland, the DiMenna Center in New York City, the Kennedy 
Center in Washington D.C., the Viennese Opera Ball hosted by the Austrian Embassy, the 
historic Byrdcliffe Theater in Woodstock, NY and for former vice-president Al Gore at his 
residence in Washington, D.C.  Active also as a chamber musician, Mr. Ladd is a founding 
member of The Pandora Duo which features acclaimed flutist Janet Arms, and The Amaranth 
Duo with Icelandic violinist Asa Gudjonsdottir. 
 
In addition to performing pieces of standard repertoire, Mr. Ladd has premiered numerous new 
works by composers such as Kenneth Steen, Robert Carl, Nolan Stolz, Lief Ellis, Kathryn 
Swanson, Ernst Bacon, Phillip Houghton, Kristian Blak and Frank Wallace.  Recently he had the 
opportunity to work with GRAMMY and Academy Award winning composer John Corigliano, in 
a performance of his work Troubadours for guitar and chamber orchestra conducted by Edward 
Cumming. 
 
As a recording artist Mr. Ladd’s multi-faceted career exemplifies his continual search for new 
ways to present the classical guitar.  He has appeared on numerous projects for feature film, 
theater and the stage.  His performance of Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez can be heard on the 
documentary The Real Royal Trip directed by Sangh Kim and his performance of  J.S. Bach’s 
Prelude, Fugue and Allegro, BWV 998 can be heard in The Asylum’s cult-hit Megashark vs. Giant 
Octopus.  He also contributed his skills to the 25th Anniversary of the epic metal band While 
Heaven Wept’s newest release “Suspended at Aphelion” on Nuclear Blast Records which was 
released in late 2014.  Most recently, his world-premiere recording of Robert Carl’s Concerto for 
Guitar and Chamber Orchestra entitled The Calm Bee in the Busy Hive was released on A 
Geography of Loss from New World Records in August 2016. 
 
Mr. Ladd has been a prize winner in numerous competitions including the Appalachian Guitar 
Festival Solo Competition, American String Teachers Association Solo Competition and he was 
twice a semi-finalist in the prestigious Guitar Foundation of America International Competition. 
 
Mr. Ladd currently serves on the faculty of The Longy School of Music in Cambridge, MA and 
at The Hartt School in West Hartford, Connecticut as the Chair of the Guitar and Harp Program. 

 
www.christopherladd.com 

http://www.christopherladd.com/


Concert Program 

 
Songe Capricorne                  Roland Dyens 
                            (1955-2016) 
 
A Distant Wind                   Frank Wallace 
 Tjaldur                                    (1952-2020) 
 Drunnhvíti 
 
from The Ballads                        Nikita Koshkin 
 Allegretto                  (b. 1956) 
 Con Moto 
 Adagio Molto 
 Moderato   

 
INTERMISSION 

 
 
Wild Mountain Thyme               Traditional Scottish arr. Scott Tennant 
  
Neil Gow’s Lament for the Death of his Second Wife    Niel Gow arr. David Russell 
               (1727-1807) 
Spatter the Dew          Traditional Irish arr. David Russell 
             
 
El Delirio           Antonio Cano 
               (1811-1897) 
from Castillos de España            Federico Moreno Torroba 
 Torija              (1891-1982) 
Asturias (Leyenda)           Isaac Albéniz 
               (1860-1909) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mr. Ladd’s guitar was built for him in 2019 by Alan H. Chapman of Amherst, MA 
 

 


