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Land acknowledgement 

In a year-long consultative and deeply collaborative process with respected advisors from local Tribal 
Nations, the UMass Native Advisory Council co-developed this campus Land Acknowledgement. This 
Acknowledgement affirms our campus connection and relationship to the land the campus is built upon 
and our continued connection to the Nations who were the original inhabitants and caretakers of this 
land. The University of Massachusetts Amherst acknowledges that it was founded and built on the 
unceded homelands of the Pocumtuc Nation on the land of the Norrwutuck community. 

We begin with gratitude for nearby waters and lands, including the Kwinitekw -- the southern portion of 
what’s now called the Connecticut River. We recognize these lands and waters as important Relations 
with which we are all interconnected and depend on to sustain life and wellbeing. 

The Norrwutuck community was one of many Pocumtuc Indian towns, including the Tribal seat at 
Pocumtuc (in present day Deerfield), Agawam (Springfield), and Woronoco (Westfield) to name just a few. 
The Pocumtuc, who had connections with these lands for millennia, are part of a vast expanse of 
Algonqiuan relations. Over 400 years of colonization, Pocumtuc Peoples were displaced. Many joined their 
Algonquian relatives to the east, south, west and north— extant communities of Wampanoag, including 
Aquinnah, Herring Pond, and Mashpee, Massachusetts; the Nipmuc with a reservation at 
Grafton/Hassanamisco, Massachusetts; the Narragansett in Kingstown, Rhode Island; Schagticoke, 
Mohegan and Pequot Peoples in Connecticut; the Abenaki and other Nations of the Wabanaki 
Confederacy extending northward into Canada; and the Stockbridge Munsee Mohican of New York and 
Massachusetts, who were removed to Wisconsin in the 19th century. Over hundreds of years of removal, 
members of Southern New England Tribes would make the journey home to tend important places and 
renew their connections to their ancestral lands. Such care and connection to land and waters continues 
to the present day. 

Today, Indigenous Nations in southern New England continue to employ diverse strategies to resist 
ongoing colonization, genocide, and erasure begun by the English, French, Dutch, Portuguese and other 
European Nations, and that continued when Tribal homelands became part of the United States. Native 
Americans from Tribal Nations across the U.S. and Indigenous peoples from around the world also travel 
into these Pocumtuc homelands to live and work. This land has always been and always will be, Native 
Land. 

We also acknowledge that the University of Massachusetts Amherst is a Land Grant University. As part of 
the Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862, Tribal lands from 84 Native Nations west of the Mississippi were sold 
to provide the resources to found and build this university. 

This Land Acknowledgement is the first step in the university’s commitment to practice intellectual 
humility whilst working with Tribal Nations toward a better shared future on Turtle Island. We aim to 
foster understanding, deep respect, and honor for sovereign Tribal Nations; to develop relationships of 
reciprocity; and to be inclusive of Native perspectives and thriving Native Nations far into the future. 
Members of Massachusetts-based Tribal Nations who are kin to the historic Pocumtuc contributed their 
insights in composing this acknowledgement -- namely Tribal representatives from Mashpee, Aquinnah, 
and Stockbridge Munsee. As an active first step toward decolonization, we encourage you to learn more 
about the Indigenous peoples on whose homelands UMass Amherst now resides on and the Indigenous 
homelands on which you live and work. 



Alfredo Rodríguez 

Alfredo Rodríguez is an internationally acclaimed Cuban jazz pianist who, due to his formal training, is as 
proficient at playing classical music as he is his chosen genre. 

Rodríguez was born in Havana in 1985 and named for his father, a popular singer, television host, and 
entertainer. He began his musical studies on percussion at the age of seven and training on the piano at 
age ten. He was enrolled in the Manuel Saumell Conservatory, and later at the Amadeo Roldan Music 
Conservatory. He won classical competitions in both schools. 

He also received some on-the-spot training. At the age of fourteen, he began playing with and arranging 
for his father's orchestra. At the age of fifteen, he received Keith Jarrett's classic Köln Concert album as a 
gift from an uncle, and his ears were opened to improvisation. 

Rodríguez eventually studied at Cuba's premier school, Instituto Superior de Arte, where he also won 
several competitions. 

In 2006, he was invited to play the Montreux Jazz Festival. The festival's founder, Claude Nobs, 
requested he play privately at his home for Quincy Jones. The producer and arranger liked what he 
heard and wanted to work with the young pianist. It took three years for that to come to pass. 

While working with his father in Mexico, Rodríguez decided to relocate to the United States with 
nothing but his clothes and a suitcase. He was arrested at the border in Laredo, but he was resistant and 
insisted that he be let in because he was a musician and was going to work with Jones. Remarkably, he 
eventually convinced them. They let him in and even put him in a cab. 

Rodríguez began working wherever he could, eventually finding his way and forming his own trio. His 
first collaboration with Jones was later in 2009 where, at the latter's request, he collaborated with 
Jones, Chinese composer Tan Dun, and songwriter Siedah Garrett to compose the English-version theme 
song “Better City, Better Life” for the 2010 Shanghai World Expo. 

The young pianist continued to wow critics and club-goers. He toured incessantly, opening for any 
number of jazz and popular music artists. He played not only Montreux again, but also the Playboy, 
Detroit, Newport, San Francisco, North Sea, Umbria, and Vienna Jazz Festivals, and in prestigious jazz 
clubs including Ronnie Scott’s, Yoshi’s, and The Blue Note. 

In 2011, Rodríguez signed with Detroit's jazz label Mack Avenue Records. His debut album, Sounds of 
Space — co-produced by the artist and Jones — was issued in 2012, winning wide critical acclaim and 
resulting in more touring opportunities. In the spring of 2014, Rodríguez, his trio, and notable guests 
issued The Invasion Parade (again co-produced with Jones), a collection of originals based on Cuban folk 
traditions as well as standards from his homeland. 

The association with the legendary producer continued for his next Mack Avenue recording, 2016's 
Tocororo. Named for the Cuban bird that dies of sadness if caged, for the artist it reflects, "... not only 
the desire for liberty, but the necessity of it ... freedom, travel, and the cross-pollination of Cuban 
culture ... ." His guests on the date, Richard Bona, Ibrahim Maalouf and Ibeyi underscored that notion. In 
2018, the pianist returned with his fourth studio album, A Little Dream. — Thom Ju  

 



Pedrito Martinez 

“Pedrito is a genius … working with him has been a revelation to me.” — Wynton Marsalis 

“The Pedrito Martinez Group is the real thing. They had the club JUMPING! It made me feel like a 
teenager!" — Quincy Jones 

“The Pedrito Martinez Group is writing a new chapter in Cuban music history” — NPR All Things 
Considered 

Pedro Pablo “Pedrito” Martinez was born in Havana, Cuba, September 12, 1973 in the Cayo Hueso 
neighborhood of Old Havana, and began his musical career at the age of 11. 

Since settling in New York City in the fall of 1998, Martinez has recorded or performed with Wynton 
Marsalis, Paul Simon, Paquito D’Rivera, Chucho Valdez, Bruce Springsteen, Eddie Palmieri, Dave 
Matthews, Jackson Browne, Elton John, and Sting, and has contributed to well over 100 albums. 

A consummate master of Afro-Cuban folkloric music and the batá drum, Martinez also is the world’s 
first-call rumbero—playing, singing, and dancing with dozens of Cuban rumba groups and contributing 
to, or appearing in, several important films, including Calle 54 (2000) and Chico and Rita (2010). 

Martinez was a founding member of the highly successful, Afro-Cuban/Afro-Beat band, Yerba Buena, 
with which he recorded two albums and toured the world in the mid- to late-’90s. 

Martinez’s career as a leader began in 2005 with the formation in NYC of the The Pedrito Martinez 
Group. The group’s first, self-titled, studio album, was released in October 2013, was nominated for a 
Grammy, and was chosen among NPR’s Favorite Albums of 2013 and The Boston Globe Critics Top Ten 
Albums of 2013.” 

Habana Dreams, their second album, recorded largely in Cuba, was released June 10, 2016. Guests 
include, Ruben Blades, Isaac Delgado, Wynton Marsalis, Angelique Kidjo. 

In February of 2019, Martinez and Cuban pianist, Alfredo Rodríguez, released a duo album called 
Duologue to critical acclaim. The album was selected by NPR for a First Listen. Quincy Jones was 
Executive Producer. 

In July 2019, Martinez and Eric Clapton recorded a newly arranged version of Clapton’s song, “My 
Father’s Eyes” for a new Pedrito Martinez album, called Acertijos (Riddles), released in early 2021. And 
on September 22, Martinez and Clapton performed the song together at Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar 
Festival in Dallas, Texas. 

On March 12, 2020 at the Beacon Theater in NYC, Martinez had the honor of performing as special 
guest, with Dave Matthews, Jackson Browne, and the Tedeschi Trucks Band, for a benefit concert called 
Love Rocks NYC. 

Martinez uses LP Percussion, A. Zildjian Cymbals, Vic Firth drumsticks, DW drums, Remo drumheads, and 
Earthworks audio mics. 

 

 



Upcoming Events:  

    
Lakecia Benjamin Quartet    Bobby Broom Quartet 
Thursday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.   Thursday, February 16, 7:30 p.m. 
Bowker Auditorium     Bowker Auditorium 
 
 

 

For more information on all Fine Arts Center 
events and for tickets please visit:    
fineartscenter.com 


