
 

KRISTINA WONG: Sweatshop Overlord 

Monday, March 1, 7 p.m. ET 
Virtual Performance 

 

The UMass Fine Arts Center is supported by the New England Foundation 
for the Arts through the New England Arts Resilience Fund, part of the 
United States Regional Arts Resilience Fund, an initiative of the U.S. 
Regional Arts Organizations and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with 

major funding from the federal CARES Act from the National Endowment for the Arts.  

UMass Amherst occupies the traditional land of the Nonotuck tribe. We recognize our neighboring 
Indigenous nations: the Nipmuc and the Wampanoag to the East, the Mohegan and Pequot to 
the South, the Mohican to the West, and the Abenaki to the North. We further acknowledge 
through language courtesy of Groundwater Arts, that Zoom, the platform used for this event, is 
headquartered in what is now called San Jose, CA on the traditional lands of the Ohlone and 
Tamyen peoples. 

Kristina Wong: Sweatshop Overlord is sponsored by the Daily Hampshire Gazette and the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. Additional support provided by the UMass College of Humanities 
and Fine Arts and the Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies. 

                                                                                                                   



ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

Kristina Wong: Sweatshop Overlord is Wong’s newest performance art piece. Born from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Kristina details how she went from out-of-work performance artist to 
overlord of a homemade face mask empire in just ten days! With her trademark wit, she explores 
how she built a sweatshop of hundreds of volunteer "Aunties" (including children and her own 
mother) to fix the U.S. public health care system while in quarantine. Wong hilariously unpacks 
the American Dream, the country’s pursuit of global empire at the cost of basic PPE to essential 
workers and healthy citizens, and the significance of women of color performing invisible, 
gendered, and racialized labor during heightened anti-Asian racism. 

Wong, a performance artist, comedian, writer and elected representative has been in the news 
for launching the “Auntie Sewing Squad,” a volunteer group that has sewn and distributed over 
60,000 masks to underserved communities across the country since the beginning of the 
coronavirus pandemic. When her spring tour was cancelled, Wong decided to put her sewing 
skills to good use and offered to make masks for those in need. Requests rolled in and so did 
eventually 800 volunteers to help with the effort. Sweatshop Overlord is derived from that 
experience. 

ABOUT KRISTINA WONG 

Kristina Wong is one of the leading Asian American performance artists and has been featured in 
the New York Times’ Off Color series “highlighting artists of color who use humor to make smart 
social statements about the sometimes subtle, sometimes obvious ways that race plays out in 
America today.”  Among the numerous immersive theater experiences she’s helped create, she’s 
created viral web series like “How Not to Pick Up Asian Chicks” and just launched the second 
season of the award winning “Radical Cram School.” Her rap career in post-conflict Northern 
Uganda is the subject of her last solo theater show “The Wong Street Journal” which toured the 
US, Canada and Lagos, Nigeria (presented by the US Consulate).  Her long running show “Wong 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” looked at the high rates of depression and suicide among Asian 
American women and is now broadcast-quality film distributed by Cinema Libre Studios. For 
more information, visit kristinawong.com. 

“I believe that as an artist, my job is not to ‘fix’ the wrongs of the world with easy answers, but 
instead, to further complicate the question by making the invisible—visible, and hopefully, 
creating some space for public discourse. I would describe my aesthetic at its best as subversive, 
humorous, and endearingly inappropriate. My non-traditional, multi-disciplinary approach 
logically mirrors my own multi-layered identity that has been influenced by numerous cultures, 
religions, political thinking, technology and post-modern performance art. My nebulous identity 
continues to shift within the communities I live, evolve and interact with. I see my performance 
work as a humorous and ephemeral response to the invisible and visible boundaries that shape 
my world, rather than a hermetic declaration of my identity.” 

                                                                                                                                                --Kristina Wong 

http://kristinawong.com/


Upcoming Events: 

Riffing the Reality: Women, Gender and Jazz 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021, 7-8:30pm ET, FREE 
Presented in collaboration with Valley Jazz Network and Berklee College of Music’s 
Jazz and Gender Justice Institute 
A Valley Jazz Network informance (discussion and performance) on 
gender dynamics and the historical and contemporary contributions of 
women to jazz music. Starting with a live panel discussion moderated 
by Yvonne Mendez with Terri Lyne Carrington (Grammy Award-winning 
drummer and composer, founder of the Berklee Institute of Jazz and 
Gender Justice), Tammy Kernodle (PhD and ethnomusicologist), Sarah 
Elizabeth Charles (Associate Professor of Music at The New School), 
and young musicians from the Berklee Institute of Jazz and Gender 
Justice. Followed by a pre-recorded concert set. 
 
Bodies at Risk: Rennie Harris and Jon Boogz, moderated by Thomas DeFrantz 
Saturday, March 13, 2021, 5pm ET, FREE 
Co-presented by UMass Dance Department 

Join us for this special 
dancefilm and conversation 
event with two of America’s 
leading hip-hop dance 
artists, Rennie Harris and 
Jon Boogz, co-presented 
with UMass Dance 
Department’s “Beyond the 

Proscenium” Conference. Harris is one of the world’s leading hip-hop choreographers working in 
concert dance. Jon Boogz has been featured on film, television, and stage, including the new 
Netflix documentary series, “Move.” Artist-scholar Thomas DeFrantz will moderate this 
conversation around the intersection of street dance, Black culture, and social justice.  
 
This season, the Asian and Asian American Arts and Culture Program celebrates 27 years with a 
renewed mission to present the artistic and living cultural heritages of the Asia/Pacific Islander 
region and the Asian American experience as a lens to promote intercultural dialogue and social 
engagement for our local, virtual, and broader audiences. Our next featured artist is Miwa 
Matreyek with a virtual performance of her show, “Infinitely Yours,” on April 6, 7pm and a panel 
discussion on arts and science responses to climate change with Miwa and climate scientists and 
writers on April 7, 7pm. For more information about these and all UMass Fine Arts 

Center Events and to get your ticketing link please visit: 

fineartscenter.com 

https://fac.umass.edu/Online/default.asp

